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Critical Lens Analysis
Herodotus once coiled, “Men are at the mercy of events and cannot control them.” He implied that in life, folks are fated to partake certain experiences right when they are born, and the experiences in their destiny cannot be changed or evaded but will always control them. The twofold literary works that agree with Herodotus’ assertions are Patricia Highsmith’s The Talented Mr. Ripley and James Cain’s Double Indemnity. The flow of events and subsequent actions in both of these literary works are enough to validate the above quote is true. 
The novel Double Indemnity ushers into a glimpse of guilt, of deceit, and of a world filled with compulsive, affectionless love that sabotages everything it touches. Eventually, the pretense of affection leaves unhealing scars. The two lovers in an illicit relationship are left for the dead post-eruption of a mutual shootout. James Cain classically presents a literary work that revolves around predetermined murder organized by a married woman Phyllis Nirdlinger along her clandestine, Walter Huff (Cain, 1992). The woman kicks the ball by seducing Huff who is an insurance agent using quixotic words in the novel. Huff is eventually trapped by her bait and her plan is certain to be no fail. 
To take over the money her husband owns, they successfully kill Mr. Nirdlinger. And a sexual affair ensues between them. Subsequently, sex and money themes dominate the thematic part of Cain’s Double Indemnity (Cain, 1992). Unfortunately, the end of the two heartless lovers results to be utterly miserable. Walter fails to get rid of the nightmare post slaying Mr. Nirdlinger resulting in a psychological ailment. Things fall apart so quickly when his terms with Phyllis are inimical at the moment he needs her support most. The center fails to hold and they break up. Eventually, Huff and Phyllis face their own orchestrated doom.

The Talented Mr. Ripley is an example of conventional moral subversion. A young man Tom Ripley, a product of a marriage that never lasted, develops an insatiable thirst for money and could do anything to lay hands on them and good life.  His desire turns into an obsession when Mr. Greenhalf appoints him as a friend to his son Dickie, and Greenhalf sends him to Italy to convince Dickie to come home. on arrival, Tom Ripley is enraged for the feelings Dickie has for Marge. He secretly befriends Dickie as he lives a life of lies upon self to gain recognition as well as scheme to murder Dickie for wealth. He secretly slays him and impersonates him for the rest of his life. Having the blood of a serial killer, a mind to concoct lies and dupe even the police and his victims, Ripley kills Freddie who was closer to discovering his secret life. Highsmith makes it easy for Ripley to get away with double murder as the virtuous likes of Dickie are villainized.
In her work, The Talented Mr. Ripley, Highsmith's main character and hero Tom Ripley is bound to be controlled by destiny right when he is portrayed as a minor. Ripley, ironically the protagonist who opposes his appeal in the name, commences in the novel as an unethical lad who practices conmanship and eventually adjusts to greater felonies (Highsmith, 1955). The latter is a reality when he kills Dickie and assumes his place under Dickie’s ‘skin’. He not only mimic Dickie but also falsely takes over his affluence. Equally, to ascertain that someday he will become a serial killer and so is his fate, he commits his second murder. This happens when Freddie came searching for Dickie. He finds out Tom is a pretender and to cover up his vice, Tom kills Freddie and in the end,  he walks away with double murders.
Tom Ripley in The Talented Mr. Ripley, is brought up by his aunt, Dottie. Eventually, when Tom gets a chance to fly to Europe courtesy of Dickie Greenleaf, he develops rivalry against her aunt. He claims Dottie, his aunt, wasted him. Yet it’s her that salvaged his childhood life. Tom Riley's hate towards Dottie prompts the reader to learn that, as a youngster, Ripley often dreamt of stabbing his guardian, Dottie using her accessory and fizzle out. This conquers with Herodotus saying in that, as a child Tom desired to murder Dottie and when he came of age, he has killed Dickie and Freddie with prospects of more to slay in future.
Walter Huff is a Married man. He has a good job as an insurance agent. He enjoys life to his reach and has peace of mind. However, Double indemnity’s author James Cain exposes his easy to convince heart and falls for a married woman scheme. Things escalate to Mrs. Nirdlinger's plans and Huff cheats on his wife as well as exterminates Mr. Nirdlinger. The characterization of Walter in Double Indemnity is parallel to Herodotus axiom that fate controls man and not the other way around in the sense that, had Walter Huff took a lesson from Mrs. Nirdlinger’s scheme to murder her legal husband, he could have reckoned she was a malevolent woman and stayed away from her.  He could have escaped the unceasing psychological guilty of killing Mr. Nirdlinger as well as saved thy life from destruction.
Concerning the above events and their ultimate ending, it’s serviceable to conclude that people can't shape their fate. Even if a chance presented itself for anyone to correct their destiny, Nobody would excel in changing a moment of their fate. Unseen forces drive folks’ lives, hence, their experiences. The only window open to men is embracing morals as they learn them or are reminded by chance. An attempt to veer from the latter has neither an escape button nor anyone to blame. Men cannot control destiny, but destiny does control men. So, the adage “Men are at the mercy of events and cannot control them”, ought to serve as the best maxim in the universal life philosophy.
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